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16th EU-Japan Conference
"Japan and EU: Living together in a 

multipolar world" 

Panel on Civil Protection and Disaster Relief
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Total estimated disaster impacts in 
Europe, 2002-2011

151 BILLION USD (*) damage

7.3 MILLION people affected

146 THOUSANDS people killed

(*) 116 Billion EUR

The EU Civil Protection Mechanism in a Nutshell

• Framework for cooperation in disaster response, preparedness and 
prevention

• Natural and manmade disasters, inside and outside EU

• European Commission + 32 Participating States (EU 28 +NO, LI, IS, 
fYRoM)
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EU Civil Protection Mechanism operations in 2002
Czech Republic 

Floods
2002-09-05

Request handled
Assistance delivered

Greece 
Flooded cave
2002-11-13

Request handled 
Assistance delivered

Spain
Marine 

pollution(Prestige)
2002-11-13

EU observers and 1 
MIC liaison officer 

were deployed + other 
assistance

EUCPM operations 
2012

ITALY
Marine pollution,
20.01-28.02.2012
(monitoring)
• EU obs. team (4 
members + 1 MIC LO)
• Expert UNEP /OCHA

BULGARIA – Flooding 
in winter time,
07.02-21.02.2012
RFA
- Assistance from BE, 
DE, HU, IT, PL, RO 
(sandbags, dryers, 
winterized tents)

Montenegro – snow 
storm,
13.-29.02.2012
Early warning, request 
for assistance
GR and SI - helicopters

Albania – snowfalls, low 
temperatures,
16.02-08.03.2012
LX offered helicopter,
EC transport co-financing

RoCongo – ammunition 
explosion,
05.03-02.04.2012
-EUCPT (BE, FR, MIC LO)
- structural engineers: FR, NL

Comoros islands – Flash 
floods 27.04-14.05
Request for assistance
UNDAC team

Monitoring status: S-E Europe - Severe Cold Conditions (06.02-30.03); Italy – severe winter conditions (10-22.02); Italy-Earthquakes Emilia Romagna (20-24.05, 29.05-
22.06); Bulgaria-Explosion (05-09.06, 18-20.07); Spain - Forest Fires (29.06-09.07.2012); Syria – civil unrest (on going); Italy – earthquake Calabria (26.10-05.11.2012); US –
tropical cyclone Sandy (30.10-09.11.2012); France – tropical cyclone Evan (16-24.12.2012).
Pre-alert (early warning message) status: Mexico – earthquake (20-27.03.2012); Pakistan – Avalanche (07-12.04); Indonesia – Earthquake 8.7M / tsunami (11-12.04); 
Guatemala – earthquake (12-28.11.2012); Philippines – tropical cyclone Bopha (30.11-18.12.2012).
Requests for assistance: not followed by delivering assistance or deploying experts through the Mechanism: Slovakia - Severe Cold Conditions (04.02-07.02), Slovenia –
forest fires (10-13.08.2012); Chad – floods (11-23.10.2012); Haiti - tropical cyclone Sandy (01-16.11.2012); Nigeria – floods (15-29.11.2012); Fiji - tropical cyclone Evan (17-
21.12.2012).

Greece– Forest fires
16-20.06.2012
IT and HR: Canadairs

BULGARIA – Forest 
fires 02-25.07.2012
RO offered a heli –
deployment cancelled 
due to weather

Montenegro-Forest 
fires
14.07-01.08.2012
Request for assistance 
aerial FF means
-HR offered 2 FF  
helicopters

Greece– Forest fires Patras, 
Megalopolis
18-20.07.2012; 08-10.08.2012
Request for assistance aerial FF 
means

Syrian refugees in Jordan 
-On 14 Sep JO ask for intl' 
assistance  (financial and in-
kind) for extend the Za'atri
refugee camp
-Since May THW (DE) are 
present in JO for HUM mission 
and in June IT donated a field
medical hospital to JO
-- in-kind offers were sent by SK, 
NO, LUX, AT
-- an Assessement EUCPT was
sent in JO on 24 SEP

Turkey – Syrian refugees 
camps
Request for assistance.
-In kind assistance AT, FR, HU. 
Offer from SE–not implemented
-Financial assistance SK, NO, 
ECHO

Portugal-Forest fires
14.07-01.08.2012
Request for assistance 
aerial FF means
-ES offered 2 FF  
airplanes
- FR sent 2 EU funded 
FF airplanes (ACR5)

BIH – forest fires
23-30.08.2012
Request for assistance 
aerial FF means
-HR offered 1 FF  
airplane
- EMERCOM offered 1 
helicopter 

Albania – forest fires,
06.08-12.09.2012
SI – heli, IT – 2 Canadair
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Mechanism activations 
for different types of hazards in 2012
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New civil protection legislation

• Increased focus on disaster prevention – shift 
towards a risk-based approach

• Strong emphasis on planning to enhance the 
predictability and efficiency of assistance

• Creation of an EU Emergency Response 
Coordination Centre and of a EU Emergency 
Response Capacity


